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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO 


United States of America, 
Plaintiff, 


Civ. No. l:19-cv-424 


Zastava PAP M70 7.62 Cal Rifle, 
Defendant-in-rem. 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE //V REM 

Plaintiff, United States of America, brings this complaint in accordance with 
Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty or Maritime Claims 
and Asset Forfeiture Actions, and alleges as follows: 

Nature Of The Action 

1. This is a civil action to forfeit and condemn to the use and benefit of the United 
States of America property involved in violations of the 18 U.S.C. § 922(g) that is subject to 
forfeiture pursuant to 18 U.S.C § 924(d)(1). 

Defendant InRem 

2. The defendant in rem consists of the following: 

Zastava PAP M70 7.62 Cal Rifle, 

(hereafter referred to as “Defendant Firearm"). 

3. The defendant was seized by the Drug Enforcement Administration on December 
11,2018, in the District of New Mexico. 

4. The defendant is now, and during the pendency of this action will be, in the 


jurisdiction of this Court. 
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Jurisdiction and Vkme 

5. The United States District Court for the District of New Mexico has subject 
matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1345, 1355(a) and 1356. 

6. Venue for this civil forfeiture action is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 
§§ 1355 and 1395, as acts or omissions giving rise to the forfeiture took place in this district and 
the property is found in this district. Upon the filing of this complaint, the defendant will be 
arrested by execution of a Warrant for Arrest In Rem in the District of New Mexico. 

Facts 

7. On December 11, 2018, Taos Police Department assigned to the High Intensity 
Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Region III Task Force, Deportation Officer (DO) Salcido and 
Detective Martinez conducted surveillance at 29 Espinoza Road, Ranchos De Taos, New 
Mexico, single wide mobile home that displayed New Mexico registration plate 23974MHB, 
pursuant to a Federal Arrest Warrant for the offense of Illegal Reentry. 

8. Detective Martinez observed Anna Maria Aguilar and Orlando Cruz-Comejo exit 
the residence and enter a white Lincoln Mark II pick-up truck bearing New Mexico registration 
temporary tag 18T413496. 

9. D.O. Salcido conducted a vehicle stop of the white Lincoln Mark II as it pulled in 
the Shell gas station located at 5280 NM-68. 

10. D.O. Salcido wearing his raid vest with "Police’' marking approached and 
contacted the passenger Orlando Cruz-Cornejo. D.O. Salcido then asked Cruz-Cornejo to exit the 
vehicle and conducted a pat down for search for weapons. 
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11. D.O. Salcido asked Orlando Cruz-Comejo for an identification. Orlando Cruz- 
Comejo presented a Mexican driver’s license bearing the name Alejandro Gonzales to which 
Orlando Cruz-Cornejo was unable to provide a date of birth for, when asked by D.O. Salcido. 

12. D.O. Salcido confirmed the identity of Orlando Cruz-Comejo with a mobile 
fingerprint device. 

13. D.O. Salcido advised Orlando Cruz-Comejo of his Miranda rights. Orlando Cruz- 
Comejo invoked his right to have an attorney present during questioning, no further questions 
were asked. 

14. When D.O. Salcido asked Ms. Aguilar who the passenger of the vehicle was, she 
identified him as her boyfriend Alejandro Gonzales, and stated that she did not know him by any 
other names. 

15. Ms. Aguilar consented to verbal and written consent to search her residence for 
any illegal items specifically firearms and narcotics. 

16. During the search D.O. Salcido found an AK-47, Century Arms International 
Model N-PAPM70, chambered in 7.62 X 39, bearing serial number N-PAP012113, in plain sight 
in the middle bedroom. 

17. D.O. Salcido found a clear plastic bag containing 5.1 ounces of cocaine inside of 
the kitchen cabinet. 

18. All items were seized. Detective Martinez provided a copy of the controlled and 
itemized receipt to Ms. Aguilar. 

19. Ms. Aguilar denied any possession or knowledge of the cocaine, but did say 
Orlando Cruz-Cornejo was holding the AK-47 for another person. Ms. Aguilar agreed to sign an 
abandonment form for the AK-47 at a later date. 
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20. Orlando Cruz-Comejo has a criminal drug history. 

First Claim For Relief 

21. The United States incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 
through 20 as though fully set forth. 

22. Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 924(d)(1) subjects to forfeiture any firearm or 
ammunition involved in or used in any knowing violation of section 922(g), where such intent is 
demonstrated by clear and convincing evidence, shall be subject to seizure and forfeiture.” 

23. Defendant firearms are subject to arrest and forfeiture to plaintiff under 18 U.S.C. 
§ 924(d)(1) because the property was involved in or used in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 922(g). 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff seeks arrest of defendant firearm and forfeiture of same to 
Plaintiff, determination of the validity and priority of claims of the Claimants and any Unknown 
Claimants to the defendant, costs and expenses of seizure and of this proceeding, and other 
proper relief. 


Respectfully submitted. 


JOHN C. ANDERSON 
United States Attorney 



STEPHEN R. KOTZ 


Assistant U.S. Attorney 
P.O. Box 607 
Albuquerque. NM 87103 
(505) 346-7274 
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28 U.S.C. § 1746 Declaration 


I am a Special Agent with the Drug Enforcement Administration who has read the 
contents of the Complaint for Forfeiture In Rem to which this Declaration is attached; and the 
statements contained in the complaint are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

I declare under penalty of perjury and the laws of the United States of America that this 
Declaration is true and correct, except as to matters stated on information and belief, and as to 
those matters 1 believe them to be true. 




Dated: J 




ICevjjrMondragon, Special Agent 
Drug Enforcement Administration 


jjrMondragon, 
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